

Deal Island Elementary School
Parent Involvement Policy
The staff at Deal Island Elementary School strongly believes that family involvement is a key to the success of our total school program.  We seek to involve parents, guardians, and family members in an effective home-school partnership in order to provide the best possible education for our students.  This partnership will be most effective when all parties utilize the strategies and activities in this policy.

I.  Communication
Students benefit greatly when an open line of communication is established between the home and the school.  The following strategies and activities are available to promote effective and timely communication:

School Handbook
  


Course Syllabi / Grading Policies 

          Sign In Sheets                                       Parent Advisory Committee

          Parent Surveys                                      Home School Compacts

         Open House                                           Midterm Progress Reports

         SIT   Team                                              Quarterly Report Cards

         Family Nights                                         PowerSchool Access (grades 3-5)

        Reminder Notices                                   School Websites

        Parent/Teacher Conferences                   Special Events

        School Agenda Books                            Monthly Newsletter/Calendars

        MSA/SAT 10 Parent Reports                  PTA Organization

       E- mails from Parents  


School Compacts

       Personal Phone Calls                               Classroom Visitations

Title I Parent Meeting:  An annual meeting will be held to inform parents about the Title I program and its requirements and benefits to students.

II.  Parent Training
The staff at Deal Island Elementary feels that keeping parents better informed about the curriculum is essential.  Therefore, several opportunities will be available for parents to increase their knowledge of the academic standards and to develop skills to use at home that support their child’s learning and social development.  A survey will be taken at  each Family Night to allow parents to make suggestions about topics for these training sessions.  These opportunities will include the following:

Title I




            Family Nights

Parent / Teacher Conferences

  P.T.A (Parent Training) - suggested

Voyager After-School Program

Websites (MSDE / MDK12)

          American Education Week                             Parent Involvement Committee

          LST Meetings                                                 Parent Advisory Committee

         SIT Team                            

III.  Student Learning
Students are more effective learners when parents show an interest and are involved closely in their child’s education.  The following are suggested ways in which parents and family members can support their children and the school:

A.  Homework

1.  Ask your child each night what they did in school - show interest.

2.  Check your child’s planner each night for homework and correspondence from the teacher.

3.  Help your child with organization.  Remind him / her to bring home the necessary materials.

4.  Agree upon a consistent time to complete homework and stick to 


it.

5.  Make sure your child has a quiet place to study with good light.  Minimize distractions (TV, phone, family noise, etc.)

6.  Make sure the homework is complete and neat.  Contact the teacher at school or a classmate if your child has difficulty understanding an assignment.

7.  Check PowerSchool for any missed assignments (grades 3-5).

B.  Citizenship and Student Behavior

1.  Talk with your child about appropriate behavior in the school and on the bus.

2.  Review the Student Handbook with your child and discuss their rights and responsibilities.

3.  Ask students what they learned about character education in Guidance class and discuss what it means to them.

4.  Sign any discipline notices and return them to school.

C.  Parent Visitations

1.  Attend Parent / Teacher Conferences regularly.  If unable to attend, call to schedule an appointment with the teacher (maintain consistent contact).

2.  Attend P.T.A. meetings.

3.  Attend Open House and Family Nights with your child.

4.  Visit your child’s classroom.

5.  Attend school events and programs (ie. Christmas / Spring Concerts)

Reminder:  Deal Island Elementary has an “open door” policy and visitors to the classroom are always welcome.
D.  Parent Participation

1.  Join our P.T.A. and be an active participant.

2.  Volunteer in / for the school however possible.

3.  Agree to be a “Homeroom Parent.”

4.  Volunteer to serve on our School Improvement Team or our Parent Involvement Committee.

             E.  Strategies to increase Parental Involvement

                         1.  Students showcase at each PTA meeting

                         2.  Increase enrollment in the After-School Program

                         3.  Have ongoing fine arts performances.

                               A. Concerts

                               B. Civil War Re-enactments

                          4.  Family Nights

 

  5.  Volunteer Dinner

                          6.  Promote Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts ,4-H Organizations and other Civic Groups

Our Parent Involvement Policy is a working document, and like the School Improvement Plan, can be revised at any time.  If you have any suggestions for improving the policy or for working together more effectively to serve our students, please contact the school or a member of our School Improvement Team.  The staff at Deal Island Elementary School is truly grateful for our parent support in the past and looks forward to improving this home-school partnership in the future.

IV.  Volunteering

        Deal Island Elementary School has a volunteer coordinator and a volunteer program in place.  Parents and community members are sought and encouraged to become an active participant at and for the school.

        Opportunities for volunteering include but are not limited to:

Library Assistant



Hall Monitor Assistant

Classroom Assistant


Field Trip Chaperone

Clerical Assistant



Special Events Assistant

Dining Room Assistant


Playground Assistant

Bus Duty Assistant

     Volunteers must complete a brief orientation and have an up-to date application on file.

     Volunteer hours are documented and recognition is given throughout the year as well as during Volunteer Appreciation Week and our end of the year awards program.

V.  School Decision Making and Adovcacy

      The Deal Island Elementary School will:

1.  Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and                  effective learning environment that enables the participating children to                 meet the State’s student academic achievement standards as follows.

a.  Reading First

b.  Focused Mathematics with computer support

c.  Science

d.  Social Studies

e.  Technology

f.  Character Education

                     g.  Art

h.   Physical Education

i.    Music

                     j.  Enhanced Media

2.  Hold parent-teacher conferences (at least annually) during which this                 compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s                 achievement.

Conferences will be held within 7 days after the midterms are                                 sent home to parents.  Notices advertising the event will be sent                                 home prior to the conference date.  Notices will also be sent to                                 local newspapers.

Teachers and parents will discuss the provisions of this                                 compact at one of the conference meetings.

Teachers will be prepared to discuss each student’s academic                                 progress with the parents.

3.  Provide parents with frequent reports on their child’s progress.   

                              DIS will send home a midterm report and a quarterly report card                                by each student.

Teachers will contact parents on a regular basis regarding                                 student achievement.  Examples of contacts:

Notes in the agenda

Letters

Phone Calls

E-Mail

Home Visits

4.  Provide parents reasonable access to staff. 

Staff will notify parents through the syllabus at the beginning of the                        year the manner in which they will maintain home-school                       communications.  Also included in the syllabus will be a description                       and explanation of the forms of academic assessments that will be                      used to measure student progress as well as an explanation of the                      proficiency levels students are expected to meet.

Parents will be able to schedule appointments with staff members                      during their planning period and before or after school.

5.  Provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s                 class, and to observe classroom activities, as follows:

Advertise for school/home volunteers.

Flyers will be sent home with students.

Advertise and practice an “Open Door” policy.

Encourage parents to volunteer in the school on a regular basis either                      in the classrooms as requested by staff or in the Family Center.

VI.  Collaborating with Community.

As a school system we recognize the importance of identifying and             integrating resources and services from the community to strengthen Deal          Island Elementary School programs and to foster student learning.  We have          collaborated with the following organizations to do just that.

Deal Island Fire Department

MAC Center

Head Start/Daycare Organizations

Salisbury University

UMES


Author Visits

Delmarva Shorebirds

Stephen Decauter High School

Weekly Reader Six Flags

Earth Foundation

Reptile World

Maryland Science Center

Super Giant A+ Program

Baltimore National Aquarium

Deal Island Lions Club Organization

Arts Council




